
Every gift is important.  
Every gift is appreciated.  

Last year donations to our annual appeal 
ranged from $10 to $7,000. 

BFS students and staff join  
in thanking donors for their loyal  

and continued support. In recognition, 
each donor is listed in our annual  

honor roll of donors.

To donate online, go to  
www.brooklynfreeschool.org  

and click “contribute.”

372 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11238 • 718.499.2707

www.brooklynfreeschool.org

Where Children Are Free To Be Themselves

FREE TO LEARN 
FREE TO BE 
FREE TO GROW

BROOKLYN 
FREE SCHOOL

Dear BFS Supporters:

About 9 years ago, I wrote an article 
in the Line Waiters Gazette, the 
newsletter for my local food coop 
in Park Slope, Brooklyn. It was an 
invitation to parents about starting 
a Democratic Free School. Brooklyn 
Free School [BFS] is the first 

democratic school to open in New York City in 30 years 
since the closing of the 15th Street School in 1975. It 
is a departure from what we have come to expect from 
schooling and education. 

With the movements to promote democracy increasing 
in frequency and intensity here in the U.S. and around 
the world, there’s no better time to support a school 
such as BFS, a model of direct democracy, inclusion, 
diversity and equality. BFS is at the forefront of working 
with youth of all ages to take responsibility for their own 
education and their own community — using a process 
where all voices can be heard and all count equally, 
regardless of income, race, ability, age, or gender. BFS 
strives to maintain a highly diverse socioeconomic 
community, because we believe that all students should 
have the capacity to be empowered to make decisions 
about their education and school, learning first hand 
how to build a better democracy and a better world. 
Join us in supporting this important work. 

With Best Wishes for the Holiday Season,

Alan P Berger,  
Founder and Director

P.S. We receive a crucial part of our funding from 
donors like you. Without your generous support over 
the past years we would not have been able to get 
this far. Please respond with your donation today!
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“The function of the child is to live his own life — not the life that his anxious parents think he should live, 
nor a life according to the purpose of the educator who thinks he knows best.” ~A.S. Neill

JOIN US IN SUPPORTING THIS INNOVATIVE MODEL OF EDUCATION

Brooklyn Free School:
•  Creates independent learners and critical 

thinkers in a genuinely democratic 
educational environment

•  Gives each child and staff member an 
equal voice in decision making

• Respects each child’s learning process

A ONE-TIME CASH CONTRIBUTION BY CHECK OR  
CREDIT CARD  This is the easiest way to give. To make  
an online donation, go to www.brooklynfreeschool.org 
and click “contribute.”

MULTI-YEAR GIVING  Make a difference on a long-term 
basis with a 3-year pledge, by becoming a member of the 
BFS Multi-Year Giving Circle. 

MONTHLY GIVING  Become a member of the BFS Monthly 
Giving Club by making a monthly contribution. 

MATCHING GIFTS  One of our most consistent 
supporters, The OP and WE Edwards Foundation, has 
given us a $10,000 matching grant for the past 2 years. 
Many employers have a matching gift program that can 
double or even triple the value of employee contributions. 
Find out if your employer will match your contribution.

ESTATE PLANNING  If you or someone you know would 
like to make a bequest to BFS, please contact Alan Berger 
at: (212) 499-2707 or alanpberger@gmail.com

Last year, thanks to you, we raised over $103,000. 
As a result, we were able to:

•  Provide tuition assistance to 75% of our students 
[30% pay 10% or less and 20% receive full tuition 
assistance]

•  Continue to expand our healthy meal program that 
now provides lunch to the entire community 3 days a 
week and offers a daily breakfast and snack

Our goals over the next 5 years include:

•  Increasing teaching and administrative staff

• Development of science lab 

• Development of music, art and theater programs

•  Creating a native and edible plant garden 

• Kitchen renovation

•  Renovation of building interior, which includes 
classroom built-ins for storage

•  Upgrading building systems such as lighting and 
heating and retrofitting for energy efficiency 

• Completing the building purchase 

• Establishing an endowment

The BFS curricular approach centers on emergent 
curriculum and inquiry based teaching, where students’ 
personal exploration of themselves, others and the 
world takes center stage, and their questions become 
the focus that drives the curriculum. 

Our innovative model of education offers a true 
alternative to the traditional methods of learning now 
prevalent in public and private schools. 

Your generous contributions help us to plan ahead 
and ensure that we are able to continue to provide 
an environment that preserves and strengthens the 
individuality of each child.

WAYS TO GIVE
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